Tests of bullet fail 
to prove a JFK plot 


£7 Jizk Thosaci 
Glebe Staff 

JUdiauca tests cf bullet frag* 
rcentj Involved :n i.^e murder cf 
John Kennedy, Icr.g sought as po- 
tential proof there '.va s a conspiracy 

to ssraroinAte the Prosper*:, centals 
nothing to challenge the Warren 
Commission's conclusion that Lee 
Uajrvtv Cfwald acted ale no. 

The test, a neutron activation 
ar.alysi?. v.-.\s conducted by the FBI 
in 1564 at the Cv< Ridge Rational 
liberate ry m Tennessee. The rc- 
5 -jit** which have never been pub- 
' K. : I, T. : .v that the bullet found cn 
tha floor cf a corridor in Parkland 
Hospital. Dallas, was similar :n 


atomic composition to fragments 
from toe wrist of former Texas Gov. 
John, Connolly. 

Thc'C who believe there was 
mere than ore assassin have based 
put :i their argumest cb the n:.-:- 
fcdity that the bullet found in the 
h capital corridor was not the builet 
that had wounded Connolly. 

They have engaged in litigation 
far more than five years to obtain 
the results of the FBI tests, because 
pro. f that the bullets were different 
would have meant, inescapably, that 
there was more than cr.e assassin. 

The FBI test, now available to 
the public as a result cf an amend- 
ment to the Freedom of Information 
Act, does net prove that Oswald 
acted alone, or even that Oswald was 
the assassin. 
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But it does reinforce the 
commission’s conclusion 
about the number of bul- 
lets fired, and it doe* help 
resolve one of the more 
perplexing suspicion* 
abet it the Kennedy Assas- 
sination. 

Conspiracy theorists 
who are campaigning for a 
concessional investigation 
of Kennedy's murder may 
now be forced to alter their 
strategy, deemphasize the 
significance of the bullet 
in the corridor and con- 
centrate on a number of 
other unresolved ques- 
1 tid&s, 

la <1 neutron activation 
analysis, a sample of metal 
U bombarded with radia- 


tion and th-s emission* 
show to * millionth part 
the amount of esch ele- 
ment present in tho 
sample. 

Critics of the Warren 
Com mission never have 

. 

that the first shot ti/ed 
that cay in Dallas pa ed 
through Fresident Kenne- 
dy* neck into the back of 
C rina-Uy, hit Ccmnally’a 
rib, emerged under hi.i 
right nipple, smashed 
through his wrist and 
lodged in his thigh. 

The Warren Commission 
»S i said the bullet that 
caused all that damage fell 
out of Connally’s wound 
and nto his stretcher, and 
was found later, virtually 
undamaged, by a hospital 
engineer at Parkland who 
bumped into the stretcher 
and heard the bullet fall 
to the floor. 

Critics call it super bul- 
let. 

The commission said the 
1 engineer gave the bullet to 
his superior who flavc it to 
the head of hospital secu- 
rity who it to a Se- 
cret Service a*ent who 
carried it beck to Wash- 
ington nnd save it to tha 
FBI. 

That was too much for 
tho skeptics to accept. 

Although ballistic teata 
showed the super bullet 
had been fired from Os- 
wald’s rifle, there war a too 
many coincidences and the 
chain of possession was so 
suspect that a number of 
people concluded the bul- 
let in the hospital corridor 
was a device to incrimi- 
nate Oswald. They ho’ttd 
tho '731 testa would chow 
the bullet could not possi- 
bly have been the or.c 
which passed through 
Connally. 

Critics of the Warren 
Commission . have com- 
plained that it was impos- 
sible for them to accept 
the commission’s alngle- 
bulict theory without ac- 
to the data which in- 
fluenced tho commission. 
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BuUct which allegedly passed through Kennedy's neck. 


pared with tne super uui- 
let and with particles from 
ConnaUy* a wrist. 

Not all the j. Warren 
Commission critics are 
persuaded by the FBI 
data. In the past few 
weeks. Dr. Vincent Guinn, 
director of atomic research 
at the University of Cali- 
fornia, has analyzed the 
data and based on iis 
evaluation, two of ' she 
most severe Warren Com- 
mission critics have dis- 
missed tho FBI test as in- 
conclusive. 


For example, Dr. Cyril 
Wccht of Pittsburgh, an 
eminent forensic patholog- 
ist and long-time critic of 
the Warren Commission, 
described the importance 
of the FBI tests in an arti- 
cle in Modern Medicine 
last October: 

•\ .. if it (were) found 
that tho composition of the 
lend in the fragment from 
Gov. Connally's wrist 
wound was indistinguisha- 
ble from the composition 
of the lead in the nearly 
whole bullet found at 
Parkland Hospital, that 
fact alone would lend 
rrtrong support to the sin- 
gle bullet theory since 
under that theory the 
commission had postulated 
that all the nonfatal 
wounds of both the Presi- 
dent and the governor had 
been inflicted by (tho bul- 
let from the corridor); 
whereas, if the composi- 
tions wera significant^ 
different, tho single bullet 
theory would have to be 
abandoned . . 

One Warren CommisUion 
critic who is reconsider- 
ing his theories as a result 
of the FBI toot is Wecht’a 
associate, Robert Smith, a 
chemical engineer who hos 
been studying tho assassi- 
nation for more than five 
years. 

Smith’s conclusion that 
Kennedy and Connaily 
were hit by different bul- 
lets was based on threo 
suppositions: 

tV That Connolly re- 


sponds to his wound at 
least one half second later . 

I than Kenned)". 

ft That tbs angles cf 
j their wounds eppenr to bo 
• incompcitiblo, 

:Y And it seems fcnpossi- 
bb that H23 super buBcrt 
could have produced sovan 
holes, struck two bones 
3£d <h?n out of 

! Ccxmally’s wound jn nearly 

j Perfect condition. 

*8ut wVrs going to 
1 have to reconsider the last 
r^gomsat," he said. 

1 u M*yba there's some way 
4 bullet could have 

• taflad its way through 
without being damaged.'' 

>r rument." he t a i a . 
thersV. sw.e 
bullet could have 
tailed JU way through 
>1!,1cat being damaged.* 

Smith emphasized that 


the FBI tests do not prove 
that the super bullet also 
wounded Kennedy. No 
fragments of bullet were 
found in the President’s 
neck during the autopsy 
and, therefore, no compa- 
rison can be made. 

In 1968, three forensic 
pathologists who exam- 
ined the X-ray* noticed 
metal particles in the soft 
tissue of the neck, but 
there is ’no expectation 
that Kennedy's body 
would be exhumed so the 

particles could be com- 
* 1 *• 1 1 


Th «7 are Wecht and Dr. 
John Nichols, an associate 
professor of pathology at 
the University of Kansas 
Medical Center. “I Infer 
that the FBI analyst in in- 
conclusive,” said Wecht. 

Nichols, who assisted 
Dr. Guinn in a computer 
anal 7 fllfl of the FBI - fig- 
ures, mid they were ^in- 
complete, contained errors 
and had essential foe torn 
missing/* 

Nichols lost a suit in 
1S69 against the FBI imd 
the US archivist to obtain 
tho neutron activation 
analysis testa and tho orig- 
inal fragments for further- 
study. 

In February, when 
amendments to tho Free- 
dom of Information Act 
took effect, Nichols filed 
another suit mid .the FBI 
released the data. 

- , Nichols said Ciia week 
that he would file another 
suit next mcath to obtain \ 
permission to pc n orm i 

oc th« rrerld mfs coat, th* I 
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bvJUi and fr»i- 
mente fretr. Cfcsmall/a 
wmt. 

1 “Theae have been im- 
prov events in the t«>*. i.nrr 
tcdtaiqv£a,* > he wild. -We 
want to exa:nine the au- 
topsy ‘ photographs, Hie 
clothing ind tho rtf> ,-nd 
we want to L*2iocfc r. clip 
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from the rifle. The** itnU 
could prove whether 0«- / 
wold acted alone." 

The FBI fp?tfcgrcph*r 
who conducted the test* 11 
years ego i3 John GoUag ti- 
er, now retired in Mary- 
land. ■* 

“We found nothing in 
the analysis to refute the 
Warren report,” ho said. 
“There’s a variation there, 
possibly bceauro of instru- 
mental error or possibly 
because of nn inhomo^co- 
nou« distribution in the el- 
ements themselves. That 
hind of variation will 
recur no matter what typs 
of examination they con- 
duct and consequently 7011 
can’t moke a ctrict judg- 
ment that a . particular 
fragment came from a 
particular bullet,” 

Neither the imalycis it- 
self nor a letter written by 
then FBI director J. Edgar 
Hoover about the tests was 
included in the commis- 
sion's 26 volumes of evi- 
dence published with its 
report. 

Thirty-three congress- 
men have cosponsored leg- 
islation for a special com- 
mittee with the powers of 
the Watergate committee 
to investigate the assassi- 
nations of John Kennedy. 
Robert Kennedy and Mar- 
tin Luther King and the 
wounding of Gov. George 
Wallace. 

Five physicians who ex- , 
smined President Kenne- j 
dy’a autopsy lost month I 


f.ny they found no reason 
to challenge the Wsrreq 
Commission’s conclusion. * 
Their report has been filed 
with the Rockefeller CIA 
commission, which or- 
dered the study in re- 
sponse to a growing na- . 
tional clamor lor a new 
investigation. 

Aa long ago as 1SC.8, 73 I 
percent oi Americans 
polled nationwide doubted 
the conclusion of the War- 
ren Commission, 

Sen. Edward Kennedy, 
said a few weeks ago that 
ho would support a new 
investigation if there was 
new evidence. 

Gallagher tested the 
super bullet, the fragment 
from Connally’s wrist and 
three other fragments 
found in Kennedy’s car. 
He evaluated the silver 
and antimony content of 
each item. One of the crit- 
icisms of his test was that 
he used only two elements. 

He said thnL only two 
elements had shown up on 
the test. "We’d love to 
have had others/’ lie -said, 
“but this was the best we 
could for for the state of 
the art at the time.” 

Other chemists say that 
today as ir. 3 ny as a dozen 
elements could bekested. 
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